Family Court Enhancement Project 
Judicial Officer Survey #2 – Screening & Accounting for Domestic Violence in Non-OFP Family Court Proceedings
Screening for Domestic Violence
1.) What do you consider to be domestic violence?

2.) How often do you screen for domestic violence in Family Court proceedings (non-OFP)?
□  Never
□  Sometimes
□  Most of the time
□  Always

□  Under the following circumstances (please explain): _____________________________________________________________________
3.) If you screen for domestic violence in non-domestic abuse (OFP) cases, how do you do so? (please check all that apply)
□ My clerk or I checks MNCIS and notifies me of an active or previous OFP between the parties
□ My clerk or I checks MNCIS and notifies me of an active or previous DANCO between the parties
□ My clerk or I checks MNCIS and notifies me of an active or previous HRO between the parties

□ My clerk or I checks MNCIS and notifies me of active or previous Juvenile Court Records (child protection) involving the parties

□ Search MNCIS by party names for any violent offenses (against the other party or someone else) 

□ Review the ICMC datasheet

□ Review pleadings for any indication of DV
□ Ask either of the parties at the ICMC

□ Ask if the parties would like to meet with an advocate

□ Inquire of the attorneys

□ None of the above

□ Other (please explain): _______________________________________________

4.) What other indications of domestic violence do you look for (select all that apply)?

□ The interaction between the parties in the courtroom

□ The parties’ body language 

□ The parties’ interaction with you

□ Existence of OFP, DANCO, HRO or Juvenile Court Proceedings
□ Criminal history of the party

□ Unbalanced control of the finances

□ One party appears overly-willing to compromise

□ Visible injury

□ Interaction between child(ren) and parent

□ Other (please explain):  ____________________________________________

5.) If you screen for domestic violence in non-OFP cases, when do you do so?

□ Pre-ICMC

□ During the ICMC

□ Post-ICMC

□ Throughout the proceeding

□ Other (please explain): _______________________________________________

6.) Do you use the ICMC data sheet?

□ Never

□ Sometimes

□ Most of the time

□ Always

□  If never, why not?_________________________________________________________

7.) If you use the ICMC data sheet, what is the most important information provided?

□ Physical/mental health status

□ Other family court cases (including OFP)

□ Information regarding joint and non-joint minor children residing with the parties

□ Current juvenile court proceedings that affect the minor children

□ Current parenting time arrangements for the children

□ Whether the parties are in agreement about parenting time arrangements for the children

□ Monthly expenses

□ Public assistance

□ Other financial information

8.) Select the following applicable circumstances under which you conduct the ICMC:

□  I sit on the bench.

□  I sit with the parties.

□  I wear a robe.

□  I do not wear a robe.

□  Other (please explain): __________________________________________________

9.) How do you typically (no OFP or DANCO in place or other signs of domestic violence) present the ADR options to the parties (check all that apply)?

□ I strongly encourage all parties to participate.

□ I briefly explain the ENE processes and let the parties decide if they would like to participate.

□ I provide a detailed explanation of the ENE processes and let the parties decide if they would like to participate.

□  Other (please explain): __________________________________________________

10.) If domestic violence is an issue do you offer any of the following?

Active OFP in place:
□  Mediation with Family Court Services
□  Private Mediation

□  FENE

□  SENE

□  Other ADR Processes (please explain): _____________________________________

Why or why not (please explain): ____________________________________________

No active OFP, but OFP in the past between the parties:

□  Mediation with Family Court Services
□  Private Mediation

□  FENE

□  SENE

Why or why not (please explain): ____________________________________________

No current or past OFP, but other indication the DV is an issue:

□  Mediation with Family Court Services
□  Private Mediation

□  FENE

□  SENE

Why or why not (please explain): ____________________________________________

11.) In cases in which domestic violence has been identified as a potential issue, when would you offer an ENE or ADR process (such as Mediation, SENE, FENE) (check all that apply):

□  If both parties are represented

□  If at least one of the parties is represented

□  If the parties have had the opportunity to speak to an advocate

□  If there has never been an OFP issued, even if there are allegations of domestic violence

□  If the parties indicate they are willing to participate.

□  If the parties will be in separate rooms during the ADR process.

□  Anytime

□  Other (please explain): _________________________________________________

12.) If you selected “If at least one of the parties is represented” above would it make a difference if it was the male or female party who had representation?

□  Yes.  Please explain:  _________________________________________________

□  No.  Please explain:  __________________________________________________

13.) If domestic abuse has been alleged, how do you change the way you present the ADR options?

□  I make no change in how the ADR options are presented to the parties.

□  I explain that ADR may not be appropriate for their situation, but available to them if they would like to participate.

□  I do not offer ADR in situations in which domestic violence has been alleged.  

□  Other (please explain): __________________________________________

14.) If you learn of domestic violence during the course of the case, does it impact how you handle the case? 

Why or why not (please explain):___________________________________________

15.) Do you handle a case where there is domestic violence differently if attorneys are present (vs. pro se parties)?   If so, how?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

16.) Are you aware of lethality risk assessment factors?

□ Yes

□ No

a. If yes, how often do you use the factors to screen for domestic violence?

□ Never

□ Sometimes

□ Most of the time

□ Always

□  If never, why?_____________________________________________________

17.) Do you use any other risk assessment (such as risk of re-offense)?

□ Yes

□ No

a. If yes, which tool do you use?

_____________________________________________________

18.) How often do you order supervised parenting time in cases where there is domestic violence?

□ Never

□ Sometimes

□ Most of the time

□ Whenever requested

□ Under what circumstances do you order supervised parenting time?_______________

19.) How often do you consider the existence of domestic violence when making a custody determination?

□ Never

□ Sometimes

□ Most of the time

□ Always
□ Under the following circumstances:_________________________________________ 

20.) What other information would be helpful in making a determination regarding domestic violence in a family court proceeding?
21.) What improvements could be made for screening for domestic violence during a family court proceeding?

