Family Court Enhancement Project 
Survey of Judicial Officers
Please answer the following questions as they pertain to your experience in Order for Protection hearings as well as signing/granting ex parte Orders for Protection.

Scope of Domestic Abuse Testimony
1.)  What is the scope of testimony you permit in a domestic abuse evidentiary hearing?

□  Testimony is limited to the four corners of the petition.
□  History not detailed in the petition is permitted as a basis for context.
□  General allegations over a period of time are allowed.
□  Other (please explain): _______________________________________________

a. If you allow for history of domestic abuse, how far back do you allow testimony to refer?________________________________________________________
2.) Do you allow evidence such as voice mail/text messages to be offered?

□  I will allow a voice message to be played or text to be read on the record.

□  I will only allow a voice message or text to be entered into evidence if there is a transcript of the message provided to the Court.

□  I will only allow a voice message or text to be entered into evidence if the device itself (cell phone) is entered into evidence.

□  Other (please explain): _______________________________________________

3.) When do you grant ex parte OFPs on behalf of minor children?

□ Only when there are allegations of abuse towards the child(ren)

□  Any time it is requested

□  After giving consideration to the safety of both the parent and the child

□  Never, the children are dismissed from the petition outright.

□  If never, why?  _______________________________________________________________  

4.) When do you grant OFPs on behalf of minor children following a hearing?

□ Only when there are allegations of abuse towards the child(ren)

□  Any time it is requested

□  After giving consideration to the safety of both the parent and the child

□  Never, the children are dismissed from the petition outright.

□  If never, why?  _______________________________________________________________  

5.) Do you permit Petitioners to consult with an advocate during the hearing?

□  Yes

□  No

If no, why not? __________________________________________________________  

6.) Do you let advocates speak during the hearing?

□  Yes, always
□  Yes, under certain circumstances

Please describe: ____________________________________________________

□  No

If no, why not? __________________________________________________________  

7.) What is the most useful information an advocate can provide?

______________________________________________________________________

8.) Do you allow advocates to submit evidence during the evidentiary hearing?

□ Never

□ Sometimes

□ Most of the time

□ Always

9.) When do you conduct the evidentiary hearing?

□  Immediately

□  It is carried over to the afternoon

□  Other: _______________________________________  

10.) Do you rule from the bench during the DA hearing?
□  Yes

□  No

□  Under the following circumstances: _______________________________________  

Parenting Time and Paternity

11.) In what cases do you grant temporary custody as part of an ex parte OFP?

□ Only when there has been abuse towards the child(ren)

□  Any time it is requested

□  After giving consideration to the safety of both the parent and the child

□  Never

□  Other:  _______________________________________________________________  

12.) In what cases do you grant temporary custody as part of an OFP following a hearing?

□ Only when there has been abuse towards the child(ren)

□  Any time it is requested

□  After giving consideration to the safety of both the parent and the child

□  Never

□  Other:  _______________________________________________________________  

13.) When ordering Parenting Time with unmarried parties, do you ask if paternity has been adjudicated or ROP signed?

□ Never

□ Sometimes

□ Most of the time

□ Always

14.) If parties claim paternity has been adjudicated, do you:
□ Accept the parties’ representation as true

□  Verify the adjudication of paternity in MNCIS

□  Require other documentation

□  Other:  _______________________________________________________________  

15.) I appoint a Guardian ad Litem in an OFP proceeding:

□ To determine if domestic abuse has occurred.

□ To assist the parties in reaching agreement on parenting time and custody.

□ To make a recommendation on parenting time and custody.

□ Never

□ Other: ____________________________________________________________

Barriers to Financial Relief (child support and spousal maintenance)
Financial relief (child support and spousal maintenance) is not consistently granted by the court in domestic abuse proceedings.
16.) Approximately what % of domestic abuse cases do you estimate financial relief is requested?

□ Less than 10%

□ Between 10% and 25%

□ Between 25% and 40%

□ Between 40% and 60%

□ Over 60%
17.) Do you grant financial relief if requested?

□ Never

□ Sometimes

□ Most of the time

□ Always

18.) If you don’t provide financial relief, why not?
□  Insufficient time to address it
□  Insufficient information provided by Petitioner
□  Insufficient information provided by Respondent

□  Don’t look for it in the petition

□  Financial relief is more appropriately handled in other Family Court proceedings.

□  Unsure how to properly calculate child support/spousal maintenance.
□  Other (please explain):  _______________________________________________
19.) Do you allow testimony in lieu of financial documentation?

□  Yes

□  No

□  Under the following circumstances: _______________________________________  

