Family Court Enhancement Project 
Subcommittee 2
Survey of Family Law Bar

Initial Case Management (ICMC) Practices
1.)  What percentage of your practice is devoted to family law?

□  Less than 25%

□  25-49%

□  50-75%

□  more than 75%

2.) What is your understanding of what is to occur at the Initial Case Management Conference (ICMC)? ______________________________________________________

3.) How many ICMCs do you attend in Hennepin County Family Court annually?

□  less than 5
□  5-10
□  More than 10
4.) Do you do any screening for domestic violence prior to attending the ICMC?

□  yes

□  no

5.) Prior to appearing at the ICMC, how frequently have you reached agreement with the opposing party/counsel to engage in a SENE/FENE or ADR process?

□  Less than 25%

□  25-49%

□  50-75%

□  more than 75%

6.) Prior to appearing at the ICMC, how frequently have you reached agreement with the opposing party/counsel on the SENE/FENE or ADR provider?

□  Less than 25%

□  25-49%

□  50-75%

□  more than 75%

7.) In situations where the parties have agreed to engage in SENE/FENE or ADR process prior to the ICMC, how did the Judicial Officer handle the conference?

□  The Judicial Officer did not hold the ICMC, but just directed the parties to Family Court Services (FCS) or private provider for intake.

□  The Judicial Officer held the ICMC, and referred the parties to FCS or a private provider without explaining ENE/ADR.

□  The Judicial Officer held the ICMC, explained the ENE/ADR option, and then referred the parties to FCS or a private provider.

□  The Judicial Officer required a signed Stipulation to opt out.

□  Other (please explain):  _________________________________________________
8.) Have you ever obtained bench approval to opt out of the ICMC and proceed right to SENE/FENE or ADR?

□  No

□  Yes


If yes, please explain the process used to opt out: ______________________________________________________________________
9.) If there has been no prior agreement between the parties to participate in SENE/FENE or ADR at the ICMC, the Judicial Officer (please select all that apply):

□  Makes clear to both parties that participation in SENE/FENE or ADR is voluntary.

□  Pressures the parties to participate in SENE/FENE or ADR prior to moving forward with the case.

□  Appears to assess the case for signs of domestic violence.

□  Makes clear to the parties that if domestic violence is an issue, SENE/FENE or ADR processes may not be appropriate.

□  Offers SENE/FENE or ADR processes if the pleading includes allegations of domestic violence or there is an active OFP.

□  None of the above.

□ Other (please explain):  __________________________________________________

